
 
Luis Valdez to Speak at Napa Valley College’s Diversity Speakers Series. Famed Film Director of La 
Bamba & Founder of El Teatro Campesino, March 4, NVC Performing Arts Center, 10 am FREE 
As part of the college’s ongoing Diversity Speakers Series, world renowned playwright, actor, writer, and 
film director Luis Valdez will present a free public talk at Napa Valley College on his life, theater 
experience, and history of activism on Wednesday, March 4 at 10am, in the NVC Performing Arts 
Center’s Loretta C. Silvagni Recital Hall. This free presentation will be followed by a question and answer 
period from the audience and is a co-presentation of Associated Students of Napa Valley College 
(ASNVC), NVC Humanities Department, NVC Student Services, and the NVC HSI-Stem program, with the 
financial support of the Napa County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  RSVP is requested, though not 
required to: bquesada@napavalley.edu.  Information, please call NVC Office of Student Life 707-256-
7341. Go to www.lavoz.us.com for a flyer about Luis Valdez, 

 
About Luis Valdez 
A native of Delano, California, Valdez began his work in theater and the arts in the 1960s, 
collaborating with the SF Mime Troupe and bringing his unique creative sensibility to the 
organizing efforts of Cesar Chavez’s work with farmworkers seeking to unionize throughout 
California.  From this work, Valdez founded El Teatro Campesino and lead a vibrant period of 
growth in the arts in Chicano culture in the 1970s and early 80s.  As a playwright, actor, writer, 
and film director, Valdez would go on to achieve a level of unforeseen acclaim and become 
recognized as the father of Chicano theater in the United States, working across theater and 
then into music and film. Valdez is best known for his play Zoot Suit and his movie La Bamba, 
along with his unwavering dedication to artistic expression and innovation within grassroots 
movements.  A pioneer in the Chicano Movement, Valdez broadened the scope of theatre and 
arts within the movement and across the country, creating highly accessible, often humorous, 
explorations of serious themes in both English and Spanish. From the migrant labor fields to 
lights of Broadway, Luis Valdez remains true to his original vision of creating performance that 
addresses the Chicano experience in America in a context meaningful to all Americans. 
A council member of the National Endowment of the Arts and founding member of the 
California Arts Council, Valdez’s influence on the arts in the United States cannot be denied.  His 
awards include a Presidential Medal of the Arts, the prestigious Aguila Azteca Award, and the 
Governor’s Award of the California Arts Council.  His best known theatrical works are Zoot Suit, 
La Bamba, and Corridos, winner of the George Peabody Award. 
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